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Providing revolving entrepreneurial loans to poor Christian families — Galatians 6:10
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N MY LATEST TRIP TO SENEGAL, we had
an opportunity to travel to the home of a fam-
ily gifted with tremendous artistic ability.

The name FARMS implies agriculture, but in-
evitably we come across people with unique projects
that always impress us. This family’s work was one
that reminded us how God is uniquely creative, and
He has instilled in all of us talents that are “very
good”.

The Santos family has incredible artistic talents.
As I walked into their home, I noticed the walls were
filled with bright African works of art. As we contin-
ued in, numerous projects on linen, canvas, and wood
were being worked on by different members of the
family. They were so welcoming and were excited to
have my son and I visit their home and workshop.

The FARMS program enables the Santos family to
purchase the materials in bulk. This allows them to
complete projects and move on to the next one seam-
lessly without losing business. Their previous at-
tempts to attain credit with other agencies were

FARMS gives this family needed credit!

Linen tapestry with an African flare

complicated due to their Christian faith. FARMS’s
extension of credit is meeting a crucial need for this
entrepreneurial family. It provides an income for their
family and an opportunity to share the gospel using
their artistic talents.

They sell their artwork to street vendors, hotels,
and tourists. They are well known as dedicated Chris-
tians. They share the gospel unashamedly and display
their Christian faith openly. The attention to quality
and detail of workmanship is evident in all of their
projects. It was a real treat visiting the Santos family.

God has given everyone unique talents. The
FARMS program encourages the committees to sup-
port and nurture the talents and dreams of every appli-
cant. After seeing the artistic work and ability, I can
say it truly is “very good” in the eyes of our Savior.
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Nathan & Caleb McLaughlin
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land outside of Rufisque, Senegal. The area of

land currently utilized by a few Christians
spans thirty acres. There are other tracts of land in
this area that are being looked at for future develop-
ment. The FARMS program has been a real blessing
to Christians in this area.

The FARMS program is helping develop farm
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Above: Mr. DJAKPA and Nathan McLaughlin
Inset: Carrot project in Rufisque, Senegal

The climate in Senegal has its own challenge for
growing produce. The rain patterns are inconsistent
during the rainy season and non-existent during the
dry season. The FARMS program has provided funds
to install irrigation systems. The funding also covers
initial planting costs like seeds, fertilizers, and labor.

FARMS provides more than just an
opportunity for the project holder. In
the case of this particular project, it
produces jobs and income for many
people as the land is worked, harvested,
and the crops brought to market.

Above: Okra project on 10 acres
Inset: Okra plant in bloom

Nakagin children

The success was very evident as we toured this par-
ticular project. Their work ethic and dedication was
evident as they developed this land by hand. Acres of
carrots, okra, peppers, and cabbage covered the land-
scape. In addition, a few outbuildings have also been
constructed where they raise chickens for market.

FARMS provides more than just an opportunity for
the project holder. In the case of this particular project,
it produces jobs and income for many people as the land
is worked, harvested, and the crops brought to market.
The cycle of money creates opportunity for these hard
working people. It also creates tangible testimony to
others in the area as they see God bless these projects.

Cabbage project on 12 acres

Their visions of building a Christian school, per-
forming medical outreach and overall expansion of
the churches are starting to be realized. All of this is a
result of tithes and offerings that are generated by a
hard working and appreciative group of Christians.

It truly is “Doing Good that is Good!”
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Memorial & Honor Gifts

In Memory of:

Given By:

Edward Wiebe Bruce, Sharon & Jim Bergman Dr. Nathan & Rosette Loewen Sanford & Ruth Imhoff
Marge Bluemenhaur Sandy Mack Mr. & Mrs. Gary Wiebe
Arlie & Shirley Burnett Tim & Paula Meyer Gary Kasperson Family
Jim & Lorene Cavigelli Robert & Janet Munrow Gladys Wiebe
Gene & Carol Clement Mildred Nelson Helen Kunze
Ann Hofer & Daphne Decker Jeanette Olson Bob & Barb Wilkens
Eileen Deckert Larry & Betty Presuhn Laurel & Betty Liedtke
Marsha DeVries Carl & Kathy Ritenour Harry & June Wipf
Kevin & Cindy Eckman Shiloh Evangelical Free Church Ada Litwiller
Janice Farrar Kent & Lisa Schneider Elmer & Ethel Litwiller
Lowell & Gaye Gilbert Dale & Carol Schneider John & Joan Litwiller
Tom & Jeanne Hajek Victor Schneider Kenneth & Shirley Litwiller
Delores Harman Lynn & Gloria Schneider Fred & Faye Litwiller
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hilden Glenn & Linda Smith Kenneth & Evelyn Wallmann
Bruce & Gayle Hofer Steve & Marian Sprecher Jack & Carolyn Hyde
Cheryl Hofer Nancy Tofflemeir Harlan & Rose Tschetter
Marla Starr & Arnie Hofer Delbert & Clara Tschetter Mark & Sharon Hueston
Bertil Holm Winnie Holm GARETH MILLER MEMORIAL Inez Jenkins
Merlyn Cin Julie Maanum In Memory of Kathy Richter Monroe Family

Moving or a change of address?
Please send us your new address. If you

want to be removed
from our mailing list,
please let us know.
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A higher standard.
A higher purpose.

AERD; Members

Association of Evangelical Relief
and Development Organizations
220 I Street N.E. ¢ Suite 270
Washington D.C. 20002

FARMS accepts credit
card and electronic transfer
donations by our web site or by
phone. Automatic donations can now
be set up online also.




